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four companies of artillery, and a regiment of light
horse. The force was to be organised, with the sepoy
regiments, in three brigades, and for recruiting purposes
there were to be two depot battalions in England. He
saw the evil of three independent Presidencies, and
wished to revert to the earlier system under which
captains-general had been appointed with supreme
control over all the Company's possessions in India.
The Governor-General, when appointed, "ought to be
established in Bengal, as the greatest weight of your
civil, commercial, political, and military affairs will
always be in that province."
Clive had been appointed President and Governor of
Bengal and Commander of the Forces. He wished also
to have the power, a very necessary one while com-
munication between England and India was in its
infancy, of acting when requisite on his own responsi-
bility. The Directors considered this power, afterwards
vested in Indian governors, too great for one man, so, by
way of compromise, they appointed a Select Committee,
composed of Clive and four members nominated by him,
and authorised it to assume all the powers of Govern-
ment and act without consulting the Council They also
made some preparation for the reforms which were to be
carried out by issuing orders1 that all their servants,
civil and military, should at once execute covenants, bind-
ing themselves, on pain of dismissal, to pay to the Com-
pany all presents which they might receive above four
thousand rupees, and not to accept any present under
that amount without the permission of the President and
1 The orders readied Calcutta oai January 24th, 1765, before the
death of Meer Jaffier.